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Glycosylinositol phosphorylceramides (GIPCs), which have a ceramide core linked to a glycan

headgroup of varying structures, are the major sphingolipids in the plant plasma membrane. We have
recently established the biosynthetic pathway for the glycan headgroups in Arabidopsis and rice. We
have now shown that the specific structure of the glycan headgroup is critical for numerous functions,
including plant-microbe interactions (pathogens and symbionts), cellulose biosynthesis and pollen

fertility. (Email, jecmortimer@lbl.gov; twitter @jenny_mortimerl)
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